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Abstract

This study investigates the relationship between Old Testament prophecies and their fulfillment
in the life, ministry, and crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Anchored on the theoretical framework of
biblical theology, particularly influenced by the work of Geerhardus Vos, the research
meticulously examines how specific prophetic scripts find precise realization in various events
surrounding Jesus. It explores Vos' emphasis on tracing overarching themes and motifs to
illuminate the interconnectedness of Old Testament prophecy and New Testament fulfillment,
shedding light on the unity and coherence of Scripture. Through in-depth analysis, the study
reveals how Jesus embodies the fulfillment of divine promises, validating his identity as the
long-awaited Messiah. Contributing to the ongoing dialogue surrounding the nature of Jesus's
earthly ministry, this research provides valuable insights into the theological implications of
prophecy fulfillment. By showcasing the seamless connection between prophecy and fulfillment,
it underscores the power of prophecy in affirming Jesus' divine mission. Moreover, the study
enriches theological discourse by offering a deeper understanding of God's providence, the
significance of Jesus' role in salvation history, and its implications for faith, theology, and
spiritual growth. It invites scholars, theologians, and believers alike to engage with the
profound implications of prophecy fulfillment, fostering a deeper appreciation for the divine
orchestration of events surrounding Jesus' life and ministry.
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Introduction

The life and ministry of Jesus Christ have fascinated humanity for over two millennia, inspiring
diverse interpretations and scholarly inquiries. Central to understanding Jesus' earthly mission
is the question of divine orchestration: to what extent was his ministry scripted or
predetermined? This inquiry delves into the interplay between human agency and divine
sovereignty, illuminating the complexities of faith, destiny, and redemption.

In this research paper, we embark on a journey to explore the notion of Jesus Christ as the
central figure in a grand script authored by God. While recognizing the diversity of religious
perspectives and interpretations, our focus lies in a scriptural exploration, drawing primarily
from the Old Testament and the New Testament as foundational texts. The objective is to delve
deeply into the textual narratives themselves, seeking clues, patterns, and revelations that
unveil the divine architecture behind Jesus' ministry.

The investigation begins with a critical examination of key passages, narratives, and teachings
found within the Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Through meticulous textual
analysis, reflection, and interpretation, we aim to discern the pattern underpinning Jesus'
earthly sojourn—a design crafted by God for the redemption and reconciliation of humanity.

This research paper endeavors to unravel the enigma of Jesus Christ's earthly ministry as an
orchestrated narrative authored by God. It seeks to contribute to the ongoing dialogue
surrounding the nature of Jesus' earthly ministry and its implications for faith, theology, and
spiritual growth.

The Concept of the Divine Script for Jesus Christ's Earthly Ministry

The concept of the divine script for Jesus Christ's earthly ministry is deeply rooted in Christian
theology, reflecting the understanding of God's sovereign plan for redemption as depicted in
Scripture (Beale, 2014). It encompasses the notion that Jesus' life, teachings, miracles, and
sacrificial death were predestined by God as part of His overarching plan for the salvation of
humanity (Bamiloye 2017; Oki, 2024).

One fundamental aspect of the divine script is the principle of divine sovereignty, asserting that
God is in complete control of all events and outcomes, including those pertaining to Jesus'
ministry. This theological tenet finds support in numerous biblical passages, including Isaiah
46:10, which declares, "I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is
still to come. | say, '‘My purpose will stand, and | will do all that I please.™

The New Testament frequently affirms the concept of a divine script for Jesus' ministry by
linking his life events to Old Testament prophecies (Bamiloye 2022). Matthew's Gospel, in
particular, explicitly connects Jesus' actions to fulfillments of ancient prophecies, highlighting
them as part of God's predetermined plan. For instance, Matthew 1:22-23 records the
fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy concerning the virgin birth, underscoring Jesus' identity as the
fulfillment of Messianic promises.

Moreover, Jesus himself acknowledged the divine script for his ministry, emphasizing his role
in fulfilling Scripture. In Matthew 5:17, he states, "Do not think that | have come to abolish the
Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them." This proclamation
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underscores Jesus' awareness of his Messianic mission and his alignment with God's
redemptive plan as revealed in the Old Testament.

According to Kaiser (2001), the concept of the divine script also incorporates the notion of
human agency within the framework of God's sovereignty. While God's plan was
predetermined, individuals such as Judas Iscariot, Pontius Pilate, and the religious leaders
played active roles in the events leading to Jesus' crucifixion (Kaiser, 2001). Nonetheless, their
actions were ultimately part of God's larger plan, as evidenced by Jesus' acknowledgment of
divine authority even in the midst of human decisions (John 19:11).

The Significance of Exploring this Topic Theologically and Scripturally
Exploring the concept of the divine script for Jesus' earthly ministry holds significant
theological and scriptural importance for several reasons.

Firstly, theological exploration of the divine script deepens our understanding of God's
sovereignty over human history. By examining how Jesus' life and ministry align with Old
Testament prophecies, we gain insight into God's overarching plan for salvation. This
exploration reinforces the belief in God's providential care and control over all events, even
those seemingly orchestrated by human agency.

Secondly, delving into this topic scripturally illuminates the interconnectedness of the Old and
New Testaments. Through examining how Jesus fulfills Messianic prophecies and echoes
themes from the Hebrew Scriptures, we see the continuity of God's redemptive plan across both
biblical covenants. This exploration highlights the significance of Jesus as the fulfillment of
God's promises and the culmination of Israel's history.

Furthermore, exploring the divine script for Jesus' earthly ministry enhances our appreciation
of Jesus' Messianic identity and mission. By recognizing how Jesus intentionally fulfilled
Scripture in his teachings, actions, and sacrificial death, we deepen our understanding of his
role as the promised Messiah. This exploration underscores the theological significance of
Jesus' life as the central focus of God's redemptive plan.

Additionally, theological and scriptural exploration of this topic provides insights into the
nature of prophecy and its fulfillment. By examining how Jesus' life corresponds to specific
Old Testament prophecies, we gain a deeper appreciation for the accuracy and reliability of
biblical prophecy. This exploration reaffirms the trustworthiness of Scripture and strengthens
our faith in God's faithfulness to fulfill His word.

In essence, theological and scriptural exploration of the divine script for Jesus' earthly ministry
enriches our understanding of God's sovereignty, the continuity of His redemptive plan, Jesus'
Messianic identity, and the reliability of biblical prophecy. These insights deepen our faith and
inform our theological understanding of Jesus Christ as the central figure in God's divine drama
of redemption.
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Literature Review: Previous Studies on Jesus' Ministry

Scholarly research on Jesus' ministry has been extensive, encompassing diverse theological,
historical, and exegetical perspectives. Schweitzer's groundbreaking study, "The Quest of the
Historical Jesus™ (1906), critically examined the historical context of Jesus' life and teachings,
highlighting the complexities of reconstructing an authentic portrait of the historical Jesus
amidst layers of theological interpretation.

Another influential work is Rudolf Bultmann's "Jesus and the Word" (1926), which presented
an existentialist interpretation of Jesus' message, emphasizing its relevance for modern
individuals and challenging dogmatic beliefs. Bultmann's work sparked significant debate
within theological circles and contributed to the development of the "New Quest" for the
historical Jesus in the mid-20th century.

In the latter half of the 20th century, scholars such as E.P. Sanders, John Dominic Crossan, and
N.T. Wright furthered the scholarly discourse on Jesus' ministry through their respective works.
Sanders' "The Historical Figure of Jesus" (1993) offered a comprehensive reassessment of
Jesus' socio-cultural context, emphasizing his role as a Jewish prophet within the first-century
Palestinian milieu.

Crossan's "The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant™ (1991) presented
a socio-economic interpretation of Jesus' ministry, portraying him as a radical social reformer
challenging the oppressive structures of Roman imperialism and religious hierarchy. Wright's
magisterial series, "Christian Origins and the Question of God," particularly "Jesus and the
Victory of God" (1996), provided a nuanced theological framework for understanding Jesus'
mission within the broader narrative of God's redemptive plan. Wright emphasized the
eschatological dimensions of Jesus' ministry, interpreting his actions and teachings as
inaugurating the kingdom of God on earth.

More recent scholarship has continued to engage with these foundational works while
exploring new avenues of inquiry. The advent of interdisciplinary approaches, including socio-
rhetorical criticism, feminist theology, and postcolonial perspectives, has enriched the diversity
of interpretations regarding Jesus' ministry and its implications for contemporary faith and
practice.

Theological Perspectives on Jesus' Earthly Ministry

Various theological perspectives offer nuanced interpretations of Jesus' earthly ministry,
shaping ongoing debates and inquiries into its meaning and significance for Christian faith and
practice.

One foundational theological framework is the Christological perspective, which emphasizes
Jesus' divinity and salvific role. Early Christian theologians such as Athanasius and Augustine
articulated the doctrine of the Incarnation, affirming the belief that Jesus, as the Word made
flesh, embodies the divine presence in human form. Athanasius' seminal work, "On the
Incarnation” (c. 4th century), elucidates the theological rationale behind Jesus' earthly ministry,
underscoring its role in restoring humanity's relationship with God.
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In contrast, the liberation theology movement of the 20th century, exemplified by scholars like
Gustavo Gutiérrez and Jon Sobrino, offered a socio-political interpretation of Jesus' ministry.
Liberation theologians argued that Jesus' mission was inherently concerned with the liberation
of the oppressed and marginalized, drawing inspiration from biblical narratives of Jesus'
solidarity with the poor and marginalized. Gutiérrez's influential work, "A Theology of
Liberation” (1971), and Sobrino's "Jesus the Liberator" (1991) highlighted the revolutionary
implications of Jesus' ministry for addressing social injustice and inequality.

Another theological perspective on Jesus' ministry is the narrative or story-focused approach,
championed by scholars like Hans Frei and N.T. Wright. This approach emphasizes
interpreting the Gospels as coherent narratives rather than mere collections of historical facts.
Frei's "The Eclipse of Biblical Narrative" (1974) and Wright's "The New Testament and the
People of God" (1992) offer insightful reflections on the theological themes embedded within
the Gospel narratives, including the kingdom of God, discipleship, and the fulfillment of Old
Testament prophecies.

Furthermore, feminist and womanist theologians have contributed to a reevaluation of Jesus'
ministry from gendered and marginalized perspectives. Elisabeth Schussler Fiorenza's
groundbreaking work, "In Memory of Her: A Feminist Theological Reconstruction of Christian
Origins" (1983), and Delores S. Williams' "Sisters in the Wilderness: The Challenge of
Womanist God-Talk" (1993), critique traditional interpretations of Jesus' ministry as
perpetuating patriarchal and kyriarchal power structures, advocating for a theology that affirms
the agency and dignity of women and marginalized communities.

These theological perspectives, among others, continue to inform scholarly discourse, offering
diverse lenses through which to understand and interpret the significance of Jesus' earthly
ministry for contemporary Christian theology and practice.

Theoretical Framework

This work is grounded in biblical theology, drawing heavily on the framework articulated by
Geerhardus Vos, a prominent biblical scholar and theologian of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. Vos' significant contributions to biblical theology emphasize the progressive
revelation of God's redemptive plan throughout Scripture. His approach focuses on tracing
overarching themes, motifs, and patterns that unfold across the canon of Scripture, culminating
in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Vos' framework provides a holistic perspective on the
unity and coherence of Scripture, illuminating the interconnectedness of Old Testament
prophecy and New Testament fulfillment.

Vos' approach underscores the unity of Scripture as a coherent narrative of God's redemptive
purposes. By tracing the divine script from Old Testament prophecies to their fulfillment in
Jesus Christ, we can demonstrate the continuity of God's plan of salvation throughout history.
This framework enables us to explore how Jesus Christ's earthly ministry is deeply rooted in
the prophetic anticipation of the Old Testament, highlighting the organic connection between
the two Testaments.
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Additionally, Vos emphasizes the concept of progressive revelation, positing that God's self-
disclosure unfolds gradually over time, culminating in the revelation of Jesus Christ. This
aspect of Vos' framework is particularly significant for examining the divine script of Jesus
Christ's earthly ministry. Therefore, this work will analyze how Old Testament prophecies
anticipate and point forward to the person, work, and significance of Jesus Christ, thereby
illustrating the progressive nature of divine revelation leading to its fulfillment in Christ.

The Divine Script About His Ministry
The passage in Matthew 4:13-16 captures a pivotal moment in the beginning of Jesus' public
ministry, and it resonates with a profound script foretold by the prophet Isaiah.

In Matthew 4:13-16, Jesus, having heard of John the Baptist's arrest, withdraws to Galilee. This
geographical shift becomes the backdrop for the fulfillment of an ancient prophecy. The
passage reads: "Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in
the area of Zebulun and Naphtali—to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: ‘Land of
Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow
of death a light has dawned.™ (Matthew 4:13-16, NIV)

The reference to Isaiah in Matthew 4:15-16 points back to a prophetic script outlined in Isaiah
9:1-2. Isaiah, living centuries before the birth of Christ, declared: "Nevertheless, there will be
no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past, he humbled the land of Zebulun and
the land of Naphtali, but in the future, he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the
Sea, beyond the Jordan—The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned."” (Isaiah 9:1-2, NIV)

The symbolism of light holds profound significance in biblical imagery. Light represents
illumination, understanding, and the presence of God. The people in the region of Zebulun and
Naphtali, often characterized by spiritual darkness, are promised a divine intervention—a great
light that dispels the shadows of ignorance and despair. The specific mention of Galilee of the
Gentiles highlights the strategic location of Jesus' ministry. Galilee, being a region with a
diverse population, becomes the stage where the universal light of salvation is unveiled. The
proclamation of the Gospel in this multicultural setting aligns with the inclusive nature of Jesus'
ministry, welcoming both Jews and Gentiles into the embrace of divine grace.

The script painted by Isaiah and echoed in Matthew depicts a momentous occasion—the dawn
of hope and salvation breaking into a world enveloped in spiritual darkness. Jesus, the Light of
the world, steps into Galilee, and his ministry becomes the fulfillment of this scriptural promise.
The proclamation of the Gospel message, the healing of the sick, and the demonstration of
divine power are all facets of the radiant light dispelling the shadows of sin and death.

This script serves as a thematic introduction to Jesus' mission on earth. It encapsulates the
essence of his ministry—Dbringing light into darkness, offering hope to the distressed and
heralding salvation for all. The seamless connection between the Old Testament prophecy and
its New Testament fulfillment underscores the continuity of God's redemptive plan and Jesus'
role as the long-awaited Messiah.
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The Divine Script About His Healing Ministry

The passage in Matthew 8:16-17 captures a snapshot of Jesus' healing ministry and draws a
direct connection to a prophetic script written by the prophet Isaiah. This powerful association
illuminates the compassionate nature of Jesus' ministry and underscores his authority over both
physical and spiritual afflictions.

In Matthew 8:16-17, after a day of ministry, Jesus heals many who were demon-possessed and
sick. The text reads: "When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to
him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what
was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 'He took up our infirmities and bore our diseases.™
(Matthew 8:16-17, NIV). The reference to Isaiah 53:4 in Matthew 8:17 brings attention to a
specific prophecy about the Messiah's redemptive work. Isaiah, often referred to as the
"Messianic Prophet," penned a script that anticipated the compassionate healing ministry of the
Messiah: "Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished
by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was
crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds,
we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:4-5, NI1V)

Matthew's Gospel explicitly draws a connection between the healings performed by Jesus and
the words spoken by Isaiah. The emphasis is on the Messiah not only healing physical ailments
but also bearing the deeper burdens of humanity—pain, suffering, transgressions, and iniquities.
The healing ministry becomes a visible manifestation of the profound spiritual healing Jesus
brings through his sacrificial work. The healing acts of Jesus in Matthew 8 align with the
prophetic script, portraying the Messiah as having authority over diseases and afflictions. The
miracles performed by Jesus are not merely demonstrations of power but deliberate fulfillments
of the promised redemption outlined by Isaiah. In taking up the infirmities and bearing the
diseases, Jesus showcases not only his healing power but also his willingness to personally
engage with the suffering of humanity.

By fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy, Jesus authenticates his Messianic identity. The explicit
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies in the actions of Jesus underscores the continuity of
God's redemptive plan and establishes Jesus as the promised Messiah. The healing ministry
becomes a tangible expression of God's compassion and the inauguration of a new era of
spiritual and physical restoration. The healing ministry of Jesus, as connected to Isaiah's
prophecy, holds profound theological significance. It points to the holistic nature of salvation—
addressing both the physical and spiritual aspects of human brokenness. By taking up our
infirmities and bearing our diseases, Jesus initiates a journey towards wholeness and
reconciliation with God.

The Divine Script About His Quiet Life

The scriptural connection between Jesus' quiet and gentle demeanor, as depicted in Matthew
12:15-21, and the prophetic words of Isaiah in Isaiah 42:1-4 unveils a profound aspect of the
Messiah's character. This prophetic script foretells a Servant of the Lord who embodies a gentle
and compassionate nature, and Matthew's Gospel presents Jesus as the fulfillment of this serene
portrayal.
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Isaiah 42:1-4 introduces a Servant of the Lord characterized by gentleness, humility, and a
quiet demeanor: "Behold my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry aloud
or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly
burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint
or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his
law." (Isaiah 42:1-4, ESV)

Matthew's Gospel captures a moment in Jesus' life that resonates with the prophetic script of
Isaiah. In Matthew 12:15-21, after healing many and demonstrating his authority, Jesus
instructs those he healed not to make him known. Matthew comments on this scene by
referencing Isaiah's prophecy: "This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:
'‘Behold, my servant whom | have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased. |
will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.™ (Matthew 12:17-18,
ESV)

Isaiah's portrayal of the Servant of the Lord aligns with the depiction of Jesus in Matthew's
Gospel. The quiet authority exhibited by Jesus—choosing not to draw attention to himself,
refraining from loud proclamations, and prioritizing the care of the vulnerable—is in harmony
with the script written by the prophet. The emphasis on not breaking a bruised reed or
quenching a faintly burning wick underscores the gentle and compassionate nature of the
Messiah. The cultural expectation of a triumphant, vocal leader is challenged by the scriptural
depiction of a gentle Servant. Jesus' leadership style contrasts with worldly expectations,
emphasizing humility, compassion, and a quiet determination to establish justice. The
fulfillment of Isaiah's words in Jesus unveils a revolutionary understanding of strength
expressed through gentleness.

The fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy in Jesus reinforces the continuity of God's redemptive plan.
The quiet life of Jesus is not a deviation from the script but a deliberate fulfillment of the
prophetic words spoken centuries earlier. God's chosen Servant, Jesus, aligns with the divine
purpose of bringing justice to the nations in a manner characterized by gentleness and
compassion. The theological implications of Jesus as the gentle Servant resonate with the core
tenets of Christian faith. The portrayal of Jesus' quiet life reinforces the concept of servant
leadership, selflessness, and the embodiment of divine love. It challenges prevailing notions of
power and authority, presenting a Messiah whose strength is manifested through a gentle and
compassionate spirit.

The Divine Script About Preaching in Parables

The utilization of parables by Jesus, as presented in Matthew 13:34-35, finds its prophetic roots
in Psalm 78:2. This scriptural connection highlights the deliberate strategy of the Messiah to
convey profound spiritual truths through the art of storytelling. Jesus' use of parables is beyond
mere instructions, offering a profound means of unveiling hidden truths to those with ears to
hear.

Matthew's Gospel explicitly links Jesus' use of parables to the fulfillment of a prophetic script:
"All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to them without
a parable. This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet: 'l will open my mouth in parables;
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I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.™" (Matthew 13:34-35, ESV).
Psalm 78:2, penned by Asaph, lays the prophetic foundation for Jesus' parable teaching: "I will
open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old, things that we have heard
and known, that our fathers have told us.” (Psalm 78:2-3, ESV)

The use of parables by Jesus is not merely a teaching method; it is a deliberate strategy to reveal
hidden truths. The imagery of opening the mouth in a parable signifies the unveiling of
mysteries and divine wisdom. The truths conveyed through parables are not new revelations
but timeless, hidden truths that find their roots "since the foundation of the world."

The use of parables serves a dual purpose in separating those receptive to spiritual truths from
those whose hearts are hardened. The simplicity of the stories makes them accessible to the
humble and open-hearted, while the deeper spiritual meanings remain concealed from the
proud and self-righteous. Jesus, as the divine teacher, employs parables to engage the hearts of
those sincerely seeking understanding. While parables serve as instructional tools, they extend
beyond mere lessons. They function as vehicles of spiritual illumination, inviting listeners to
discern deeper meanings and engage in contemplation. Jesus' parables are multi-layered
narratives that unfold profound truths about the Kingdom of God, the nature of God, and the
power of faith.

The deliberate fulfillment of Psalm 78:2 in Jesus' parable teaching reinforces his Messianic
identity. As the promised Messiah, Jesus fulfills Old Testament prophecies, presenting himself
as the divine revealer of hidden truths. The parables become a distinctive aspect of Jesus'
ministry, marking it as a continuation and culmination of God's redemptive plan. The
connection between Psalm 78:2 and Jesus' use of parables underscores the continuity of God's
plan throughout salvation history. The hidden truths revealed by Jesus were not arbitrary; they
were part of God's eternal purpose, concealed in the tapestry of Scripture and unveiled in the
person of the Messiah.

The theological significance of Jesus' use of parables lies in the revelation of hidden spiritual
truths to those receptive to the message. The parables engage the hearts and minds of the
listeners, inviting them into a deeper understanding of God's kingdom. They emphasize the
nature of divine revelation and the accessibility of God's wisdom to those who approach with
humility and openness.

The Divine Script About His Triumphant Entry

The triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, as narrated in Matthew 21:1-5, serves as a
poignant moment in his earthly ministry. This event finds its roots in the prophetic script
written by the prophet Zechariah in Zechariah 9:9, revealing the intentional fulfillment of
ancient prophecies by Jesus.

Matthew's Gospel recounts the momentous entry of Jesus into Jerusalem: "Now when they
drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two
disciples, saying to them, 'Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a
donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me..."" (Matthew 21:1-2, ESV).
The fulfillment of this event is tied to the prophetic words of Zechariah: "Rejoice greatly, O
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daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and
victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey." (Zechariah 9:9, NI1V)

The deliberate choice of transportation, a donkey, for Jesus' entry into Jerusalem is rich in
symbolism. In the ancient Near East, the use of a donkey was associated with peace and
humility. Kings entering in peace would ride on a donkey rather than a warhorse. Jesus'
decision to ride a donkey, fulfilling Zechariah's prophecy, signifies the arrival of a king
bringing peace rather than engaging in conquest. Zechariah's prophecy portrays the Messiah as
a righteous and victorious king. The term "righteous” emphasizes the moral purity and justice
of the coming king, while "victorious" underscores his triumph over the powers of darkness.
This dual nature of the Messiah is embodied in Jesus, who comes not as a political conqueror
but as the spiritual victor over sin and death.

The people's response to Jesus' entry reveals their recognition of his Messianic identity. They
spread their cloaks on the road, a gesture reserved for royalty, and hailed him with shouts of
"Hosanna," an expression of praise meaning "save us." The crowd's acknowledgment of Jesus
as the one who comes in the name of the Lord aligns with the anticipation of the promised
Messiah. The deliberate fulfillment of Zechariah's prophecy in Jesus' entry affirms the
meticulous unfolding of God's divine plan. Through this symbolic act, Jesus publicly declares
his messiahship and sets in motion the events that will lead to the climax of his earthly
mission—the cross and resurrection.

The fulfillment of Zechariah's prophecy in Jesus' triumphant entry carries profound theological
significance. It affirms Jesus as the promised Messiah, the righteous and victorious king who
comes in peace to establish God's kingdom. The use of a donkey underscores the humility and
nonviolent nature of Jesus' kingship, challenging conventional notions of earthly power.

The Divine Script About Cleaning of the Temple

The episode of Jesus cleansing the temple, as recorded in John 2:17, is deeply rooted in the
prophetic script articulated by King David in Psalm 69:9. The connection between the Old
Testament prophecy and its fulfillment in Jesus' actions underscores the righteous zeal for
God's house that consumed him.

The Gospel of John narrates the scene where Jesus, witnessing the misuse of the temple, takes
decisive action: "His disciples remembered that it was written, 'Zeal for your house will
consume me."™ (John 2:17, ESV). The prophetic script that resonates in Jesus' cleansing of the
temple is found in Psalm 69:9: "For zeal for your house has consumed me, and the reproaches
of those who reproach you have fallen on me." (Psalm 69:9, ESV)

David's words in Psalm 69:9 express a profound devotion and passion for God's house. The
term "zeal™ denotes an intense fervor and commitment to the honor and sanctity of the temple—
the dwelling place of God. This zealousness becomes a driving force that consumes the
psalmist, anticipating a future Messiah whose actions would align with this righteous zeal.

The disciples' recognition of Psalm 69:9 in the context of Jesus cleansing the temple highlights
the deliberate alignment of Jesus' actions with the prophetic script. In clearing the temple of
money changers and those who turned it into a marketplace, Jesus demonstrates a consuming
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zeal for the purity and sanctity of God's dwelling place. Jesus' act of cleansing the temple is not
impulsive or arbitrary; it is a response to the desecration of a sacred space meant for worship.
His righteous indignation arises from a deep love for the Father's house and a commitment to
its intended purpose. The reproaches directed at God through the misuse of the temple fall upon
Jesus as he seeks to restore its sanctity.

The temple, as the central place of worship in Judaism, held immense symbolic and spiritual
significance. It represented the dwelling place of God among His people. By cleansing the
temple, Jesus symbolically purifies the divine dwelling, emphasizing the importance of
reverence, holiness, and authentic worship. Jesus' actions in the temple challenge religious
hypocrisy and the exploitation of religious practices for personal gain. The cleansing serves as
a call to genuine worship and a reminder that the house of God should be a place of prayer for
all nations, devoid of exploitation and profiteering.

The alignment of Jesus' actions with Psalm 69:9 underscores the continuity of divine purpose
across the Old and New Testaments. The zeal for God's house, expressed through David's
words, finds its ultimate fulfillment in the life and ministry of Jesus. It reveals a consistent
thread in God's redemptive plan, emphasizing the importance of true devotion and reverence
for God's dwelling place.

Theologically, the cleansing of the temple underscores the significance of genuine worship and
the sanctity of God's presence. Jesus' actions invite reflection on the nature of worship and the
need for authenticity in our relationship with God. The zeal displayed by Jesus becomes a
paradigm for believers to approach God's house with reverence and devotion.

The Divine Script About Being Deserted by His Disciples

The heartbreaking scene of Jesus being deserted by his disciples during his arrest finds its
prophetic roots in the poignant script penned by the prophet Zechariah in Zechariah 13:7. This
Old Testament prophecy foretells the scattering of the sheep when the shepherd is struck, a
script that unfolds with painful clarity in the disciples' abandonment of Jesus in the garden of
Gethsemane.

The fulfillment of Zechariah's prophecy is echoed in the Gospel of Matthew as Jesus forewarns
his disciples: "Then Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away because of me this night. For it
is written, "I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered."”” (Matthew
26:31, ESV). The prophetic script that anticipates this somber moment is found in Zechariah
13:7: "Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who stands next to me," declares
the Lord of hosts. "Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered; I will turn my hand
against the little ones." (Zechariah 13:7, ESV)

Zechariah's prophecy opens with a dramatic call for the sword to awake against the shepherd.
This vivid imagery of a sword signifies a force of judgment or affliction. The shepherd,
intimately connected to God as "the man who stands next to me," is destined to be struck,
foreshadowing a significant moment of trial and suffering. The consequence of striking the
shepherd is the scattering of the sheep. The sheep, representative of the disciples, would
experience a disbanding, a dispersion, and a distancing in the face of the shepherd's affliction.
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This scattering becomes a poignant portrayal of the disciples' abandonment of Jesus in the
critical hours leading to his crucifixion.

The fulfillment of Zechariah's prophecy unfolds with painful clarity in the garden of
Gethsemane. As Jesus faces imminent arrest and betrayal, his disciples, overwhelmed by fear
and confusion, abandon him. Matthew 26:56 records the fulfillment: "But all this has taken
place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and
fled. (Matthew 26:56, ESV)

The theological implications of this prophecy and its fulfillment extend to themes of human
frailty, the cost of discipleship, and the sovereignty of God's redemptive plan. In the moment
of Jesus' deepest need, the disciples, representative of humanity, fail to stand with their
shepherd. This episode becomes a powerful reminder of the frailty of human commitment in
the face of adversity.

Paradoxically, the disciples' abandonment becomes a part of God's redemptive narrative. The
scattering of the sheep, though a consequence of striking the shepherd, ultimately leads to the
Good Shepherd laying down his life for the sheep. Jesus' journey to the cross, marked by
isolation and abandonment, becomes the means through which redemption is achieved for
those who, like scattered sheep, find themselves in need of a shepherd. While the disciples
falter in their loyalty, Jesus, the Good Shepherd, remains faithful to the script ordained by God.
The striking of the shepherd is not a sign of failure but a divine plan for the ultimate triumph
of redemption. The scattering of the sheep, while a moment of abandonment, becomes a
prelude to the shepherd's sacrificial love demonstrated on the cross.

The Divine Script About His Betrayal

The haunting betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot during the Last Supper resonates with
prophetic clarity in the script written by King David centuries earlier in Psalm 41:9. The
poignant words, "Even my close friend, someone | trusted, one who shared my bread, has
turned against me," find profound fulfillment in the treacherous act of betrayal that unfolds in
the shadow of the Last Supper.

The unfolding of the betrayal finds a striking correlation with the words of Jesus during the
Last Supper as recorded in Matthew: "Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the
bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe
to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.'
Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, 'Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?' Jesus
answered, "You have said so."" (Matthew 26:23-25, NIV)

The prophetic script that captures the essence of this tragic betrayal is found in Psalm 41:9:
"Even my close friend in whom | trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted his heel against me."
(Psalm 41:9, ESV). The Last Supper, a momentous occasion where Jesus shared a final meal
with his disciples, becomes the setting for the fulfillment of David's prophetic words. The
intimate act of sharing bread, a symbol of fellowship and trust, takes on a profound significance
as Judas, one of the twelve disciples, engages in the act of betrayal.
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The parallel between Psalm 41:9 and the events of the Last Supper is striking. The shared bread
symbolizes not only the physical act of eating together but also the depth of relationship and
trust that existed between Jesus and his disciples. The betrayal by Judas, one who had been
partaking in this sacred fellowship, intensifies the emotional weight of the prophecy.

As Jesus unveils the impending betrayal during the meal, the reaction of the disciples, including
Judas, reflects the shock and denial of such a heinous act within their close-knit circle. Judas'
feigned innocence, asking, "Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?" adds to the dramatic tension
of the moment. Jesus' response, "You have said so," confirms the fulfillment of the prophecy
and the inevitability of the betrayal.

The betrayal of Jesus by Judas holds profound theological significance in the narrative of
redemption. It aligns with the broader scriptural theme of the suffering Messiah and the
fulfillment of God's predetermined plan for salvation. The betrayal, while a tragic act of human
treachery, becomes a crucial element in the unfolding drama of the cross.

The betrayal in the Last Supper aligns Jesus with the suffering servant described in Messianic
prophecies such as Isaiah 53. The intentional fulfillment of Psalm 41:9 underscores Jesus'
awareness of his role in the divine narrative, embracing the path that leads to the ultimate
sacrifice for humanity.

While Judas' betrayal is a grievous act, it serves a pivotal role in God's redemptive plan. Judas
becomes an unwitting participant in fulfilling the prophetic script, highlighting the sovereignty
of God over human actions. The betrayal, though a product of human choice, does not derail
God's purpose but becomes a means to accomplish salvation.

A Prophetic Script Fulfilled
The Gospel of John, in chapter 19, verse 24, provides a striking example of the fulfillment of
a prophetic script concerning the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. This verse narrates a seemingly
mundane detail during the crucifixion scene, but its significance lies in its alignment with an
ancient prophecy from the Psalms, illustrating the meticulous fulfillment of Old Testament
scriptures in the life of Jesus.

The prophetic script that finds its realization in John 19:24 originates from Psalm 22, a psalm
traditionally attributed to King David. In Psalm 22:18, the psalmist poignantly declares, "They
divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots." This vivid imagery
depicts a scene of deep distress and humiliation, where the possessions of the suffering
individual, including his garments, are distributed among those present, with the method of
selection being the casting of lots.

John 19:24 records the fulfillment of the script from Psalm 22:18 during the crucifixion of
Jesus. The verse states, "So they said to one another, 'Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see
whose it shall be." The soldiers, overseeing the crucifixion, decide to cast lots for Jesus'
seamless tunic rather than tearing it apart. This seemingly ordinary action holds profound
significance as it aligns precisely with the prophetic words penned by David in the Psalms.
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The casting of lots for Jesus' garments carries both symbolic and prophetic weight. In the
cultural context of the time, garments were valuable possessions, and casting lots was a
customary way of fairly distributing such possessions. However, the deeper significance lies
in the meticulous fulfillment of the ancient prophecy. The soldiers, unwittingly or not, become
instruments in enacting a scene foretold centuries earlier.

This fulfillment holds profound theological implications, emphasizing the divine orchestration
of events surrounding Jesus' crucifixion. The specific details of the prophetic script, down to
the method of selecting who would possess Jesus' garment, reinforce the idea that Jesus is the
anticipated Messiah. It underscores the precision with which Old Testament prophecies were
fulfilled in the person of Jesus

Conclusion

In conclusion, the meticulous fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies in the life, ministry, and
crucifixion of Jesus Christ unmistakably reveals the divine orchestration of human history.
From his birth to his betrayal, from his teachings to his miracles, every facet of Jesus' life aligns
perfectly with the scriptures, affirming his identity as the long-awaited Messiah. Through the
lens of biblical prophecy, we witness Jesus as the embodiment of God's promises, the
culmination of centuries of anticipation, and the epitome of divine purpose.

The prophetic narratives, spanning various authors and generations, vividly depict the
Messiah's mission, suffering, and triumph. Whether it is his humble entry into Jerusalem, his
compassionate healing ministry, or his agonizing betrayal and crucifixion, each event unfolds
precisely as foretold by prophets centuries earlier. These prophecies not only authenticate
Jesus' messiahship but also underscore the continuity of God's redemptive plan throughout
history.

Furthermore, the fulfillment of these prophecies bears profound theological significance. It
attests to God's unwavering faithfulness to His promises, His sovereignty over human affairs,
and His unyielding commitment to humanity's salvation. Jesus' life stands as the ultimate
validation of God's plan for reconciliation and redemption, offering enduring hope and
assurance to believers across generations.

Through the lens of Geerhardus Vos' biblical theology, this study illuminates how Old
Testament prophecies find their consummation in Jesus Christ, unveiling the divine
orchestration of history and the progressive revelation of God's redemptive purposes. By
tracing the divine script from prophecy to fulfillment, it provides profound insights into the
theological implications of Jesus Christ's ministry and its enduring relevance for contemporary
believers.

As scholars delve deeper into the depths of Scripture and its implications for Christian theology,
the study of Jesus Christ's earthly ministry remains a central and foundational pursuit for
comprehending God's redemptive work throughout human history.

IIARD — International Institute of Academic Research and Development Page 63



http://www.iiardjournals.org/

International Journal of Religious and Cultural Practice E-ISSN 2579-0501 P-ISSN 2695-219X
Vol 9. No. 1 2024 www.iiardjournals.org

References

1. Athanasius. (2011). On the incarnation. St. Vladimir's Seminary Press.

2. Bamiloye, M. (2002). Is drama in the Bible? Mount Zion Publications.

3. Beale, G. K. (2014). Handbook on the New Testament use of the Old Testament: Exegesis
and interpretation. Baker Academic.

4. Bultmann, R. (1958). Jesus and the word. Scribner.

5. Crossan, J. D. (1993). The historical Jesus: The life of a Mediterranean Jewish peasant.
HarperOne.

6. Frei, H. (1974). The eclipse of biblical narrative: A study in eighteenth and nineteenth

century hermeneutics. Yale University Press.

Gutiérrez, G. (1973). A theology of liberation. Orbis Books.

Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). Zondervan.

9. Kaiser, W. C., Jr. (2001). The Old Testament documents: Are they reliable and relevant?
InterVarsity Press.

10. Oki, O. J. (2024). The greatest dramatist: A comprehensive exploration of Mike
Bamiloye's perspective on Jesus Christ in the context of theatrical expression.
International Journal of Humanities Social Science and Management (IJHSSM), 4(1),
639-652. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10656376

11. Schussler Fiorenza, E. (1984). In memory of her: A feminist theological reconstruction of
Christian origins. Crossroad.

12. Sanders, E. P. (1995). The historical figure of Jesus. Penguin Books.

13. Schweitzer, A. (2001). The quest of the historical Jesus. Fortress Press.

14. Sobrino, J. (1991). Jesus the liberator: A historical-theological reading of Jesus of
Nazareth. Orbis Books.

15. Williams, D. S. (1993). Sisters in the wilderness: The challenge of womanist God-talk.
Orbis Books.

16. Wright, N. T. (1992). The New Testament and the people of God. Fortress Press.

17. Wright, N. T. (1997). Jesus and the victory of God. Fortress Press.

18. Vos, G. (1948). Biblical theology: Old and New Testaments. Banner of Truth.

®

IIARD — International Institute of Academic Research and Development Page 64



http://www.iiardjournals.org/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10656376

